Christ Seminary – Summer 2010

NT Greek Exegesis  

May 25 – August 17

Meeting Time: Tuesday, 7:45-9:15 p.m. 

Contact info: Robert Browning, #505-907-8860; email: robertcotr@hotmail.com
Course Description: 

This course builds on Elementary Greek with the study of advanced Greek grammar and the development of the skills of translation and exegesis, through a detailed study of the text of 1 Peter.  Whereas, Elementary Greek is focused more on the basics at the word level, this class goes further to understanding the relationship between clauses in a given paragraph (pericope) of the text.  

Course Objectives:

The main objective is to learn how to accurately translate and form a reasoned interpretation from the text of the Greek NT.  Other supporting objectives include:

1) Gaining increased accuracy in the parsing of verbs, nouns, adjectives, and pronouns.

2) Gaining skill in analyzing the syntax of Greek words, phrases, and clauses. 

3) Increasing in your memorization of Greek vocabulary, especially in 1 Peter. 

4) Exegeting faithfully portions of the Greek text, particularly 1 Peter.  

5) Becoming familiar with the use of exegetical commentaries.                

6) Having a basic awareness of the principles of textual criticism.  

Required Textbooks:

United Bible Society, The Greek New Testament, with dictionary, 4th ed.  

OR the Nestle-Aland 27th edition of the Greek New Testament.  

Wallace, Daniel B. Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan 1996 or 1997.

Metzger, Bruce M. A Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament, 2nd ed.  UBS, 2002.  

Commentaries – Pick 1 of 2:  

Davids, Peter H. 1 Peter.  NICNT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1990.     

Michaels, J. Ramsey. 1 Peter. WBC, vol. 49. Thomas Nelson, 1988.  

Commentaries – Pick 1 of 2:

Schreiner, Thomas. 1, 2 Peter, Jude. NAC, vol. 37. Nashville: B & H, 2003.    

Grudem, Wayne. 1 Peter. Tyndale NTC, IVP Academic, 2009.    

Recommended Resources:

BibleWorks 8.0 – This Bible software program is extremely helpful, especially if one purchases the codes for the BDAG Greek Lexicon and the HALOT Hebrew lexicon.  

Bauer, Danker, Arndt, and Gingrich. A Greek-English Lexicon of the NT. University of Chicago, 2000. 

Danker, Frederick. The Concise Greek-English Lexicon of the NT, University of Chicago Press, 2009.  

Course Requirements: 

1) Homework:  Before each class students will be required to translate the assigned verses of         1 Peter, so that they can be discussed in class together.  You will not only need to translate the words, but also parse them and analyze the syntax, how the words and phrases are functioning in the paragraph.  All students will be called upon to contribute in the class discussion.  Each student will keep a running notebook of their translation and analysis, to be turned in at the end of the semester.  During the course of the semester notebooks will be periodically checked.  

The HW notebook and class participation will count for 50% of the grade.

2) Quizzes:  There will be 3 in-class quizzes covering grammar, translation, and exegetical questions from 1 Peter.  The three quizzes will make up 10% of the grade.

3) Vocabulary Quizzes: These will be given periodically over assigned vocabulary from 1 Peter.  The vocabulary quizzes count for 10% of the grade.  

4) Exegetical Paper:  An exegetical paper is to be written on a passage of between 5-8 verses in     1 Peter.  Carefully choose a pericope.  Examine the passage using the Greek text, paying attention to context and the role of the passage in the argument of the letter, interacting with the Greek vocabulary, grammar, syntax, literary features, and any significant textual variants.  The paper must be 8-10 pages, and follow APA style.  Attach a bibliography, showing interaction with the required commentaries, as well as other quality sources.   Also, provide your own accurate yet smooth English translation of the passage.  It counts for 30% of the grade.         


Plagiarism:  Students who plagiarize or cheat in other ways will fail the class, and be instructed 
to reconsider whether taking classes for future ministry is right for them.  

Attendance Policy:

It is our desire that you attend every class, but we will tolerate no more than two absences.  Those missing any class will be required to keep up with the class work, and could be asked to complete an additional assignment.  

Class Schedule:

May 25 

1 Pet 1.1-2 


Introduction to the course & 1 Peter   

June 1


1 Pet 1.3-9



June 8


1 Pet 1.10-16

June 15

1 Pet 1.17-25

June 22

1 Pet 2.1-10


Quiz 1

June 29

1 Pet 2.11-17



July 6


1 Pet 2.18-25

July 13

1 Pet 3.1-7


Quiz 2

July 20

1 Pet 3.8-16

July 27

1 Pet 3.17-22

Aug 3


1 Pet 4.1-6


Quiz 3

Aug 10

1 Pet 4.7-11


Papers Due

Aug 17

1 Pet 4.12-19


Notebooks Due   


